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APPENDIX A 

GLOSSARY 

 
The definitions in this Plan are those of the Municipal Development Plan, a number of which are 

stated below, and as stated below. 

 

Buffering 

An area within a property or site, generally adjacent to and parallel with the property line, either 

consisting of existing natural vegetation or created by the use of trees, shrubs, and/or fences, 

which is designed to limit views and sound from affecting the development tract adjacent to 

the property and vice versa. 

 

Cluster 

A development approach that concentrates residential buildings or lots within a portion of a site, 

with the intention of retaining a significant area of the land to be utilized for appropriate 

agricultural uses, open space, recreation, and conservation of environmentally sensitive 

features. 

 

Commercial Recreation 

Recreation facilities that charge a fee for use or entry and has no relationship to the amount of 

profit earned, if any. 

 

Contiguous 

Land immediately adjacent to other land without intervening vacant or undeveloped land. 

 

Coulee 

A coulee is usually a deep steep-sided ravine cut into the valley of a river or stream.  

 

Country Residential Lot 

Low density lots in rural areas for residential development; the lots generally serve people 

seeking sparsely settled places away from the influence of cities and towns. 

 

County Collector Network 

The County’s officially recognized long-term asphalt road network.  

 

Density 

The number of dwelling units per acre or hectare (residential); also the ratio of floor space or 

building area to the site area (commercial). 

 

Environmental Reserve 

A subdivision authority may require the owner of a parcel of land that is the subject of a 

proposed subdivision to provide part of that parcel as environmental reserve if it consists of the 

following: 

• A swamp, gully, ravine, coulee, or natural drainage course; 

• Land that is subject to flooding or is, in the opinion of the subdivision authority, unstable; or 

• A strip of land, not less than six (6) metres in width, abutting the bed and shore of any lake, 

river, stream, or other body of water for the purpose of: 

o Preventing pollution; or 

o Providing public access to and beside the bed and shore. 
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Environmental Review 

An assessment of the likely influence a project may have on the environment.  The process of 

identifying, predicting, evaluating and mitigating the biophysical, social, and other relevant 

effects of development proposals prior to major decisions being taken and commitments made.  

The purpose of the assessment is to ensure that decision-makers consider environmental impacts 

before deciding whether to proceed with new projects. 

 

Environmentally Significant Areas 

Natural areas, which because of its features or characteristics, are significant to the County from 

an environmental perspective, and which have the potential to remain viable. 

 

Farmstead 

The principal residence on an agricultural lot, and may include accessory buildings and mature 

landscaping such as trees for wind breaks. 

 

First Parcel Out 

A single lot/parcel created from a previously un-subdivided quarter section. 

 

Floodway 

This refers to the inner portion of a Flood Risk Area where the risk of flood is greatest and 

floodwaters are the deepest, fastest, and most destructive.   

 

Fragmented Parcel 

This is in reference to quarter sections that have had parcels physically separated due to roads, 

railway lines, natural water bodies, or other natural or man-made features that have resulted in 

the division of land other than through traditional subdivisions; fragmented parcels, whether 

separate titles or not, may not be considered a previous subdivision, thus may not be included 

when determining the total number of lots in the quarter section. 

 

Geotechnical Report 

A report prepared by a professional geotechnical engineer setting out the geotechnical 

limitations of a site in terms of development suitability, and may include recommendations to 

overcome any limitations to development. 

 

Green Development 

Guidelines advocating a development approach that integrates environmental responsiveness 

(benefiting the surrounding environment and/or reducing environmental impact on land, 

energy, waste, and natural resources), resource efficiency (using resources in the construction, 

development, and operations of buildings and/or communities in ways that are not wasteful), 

and sensitivity to existing culture and community (fostering community in design, construction, 

and operations). 

 

Hazard Lands 

Hazard lands refer to lands which may be prone to flooding, shoreline erosion or slope instability 

hazards or any hazard that may result in loss of life or injury, property damage, social and 

economic disruption or environmental degradation. 

 

Home Occupations 

A small business operated by a resident in accordance with the Land Use Bylaw. 

 

Infrastructure 

The foundation and facilities that are needed to service communities (e.g. roads, utilities). 
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May 

Within policy statements, “may” is a discretionary term, providing notification that the policy in 

question can be enforced if the County chooses to do so, and is usually dependent on the 

particular circumstances of the specific site and application.  Other policy terms are Shall and 

Should. 

 

Multi-Lot Development 

A subdivision of land containing three (3) or more parcels. 

 

Municipal Development Plan 

A Municipal Development Plan is a statutory document that guides future development in the 

municipality. Provincial legislation requires all municipalities with a population of 3,500 or more to 

adopt a Municipal Development Plan. 

 

Municipal Government Act 

This act forms the legal basis for the way local governments in cities, towns, villages and rural 

areas operate in Alberta. 

 

Municipal Reserve 

A subdivision authority may require the owner of a parcel of land that is the subject of a 

proposed subdivision to provide ten percent (10%) of that parcel for park or school purposes; at 

the discretion of the municipality, municipal reserves may alternately be provided by cash-in-lieu 

or a combination of the two. 

 

Municipal Services 

Services and/or utilities owned and/or provided by the municipality to the public, the most 

common of which are: 

• Water supply; 

• Sewage collection and disposal; 

• Refuse removal; 

• Municipal health services; 

• Municipal roads and storm water drainage; 

• Street lighting; and 

• Municipal parks and recreation. 

 

Open Space 

Lands suitable for or allocated for public use, conservation areas or for wildlife areas.  

 

Outline Plan 

The Outline Plan is a non-statutory detailed concept plan developed as a prerequisite to 

redesignation and subdivision approval. An Outline Plan, along with the necessary detailed 

design reports, (Water, Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer, Transportation, Parks, etc.) addresses land 

use and servicing issues in greater detail than in the Area Structure Plan. The preparation of an 

Outline Plan is the responsibility of the land owner and/or developer of the land in question. 

 

Redesignation 

A change of land use designation within the Land Use Bylaw, approved by County Council. 

 

Right to Farm 

A term usually applied to regulations that prohibit local governments from passing ordinances 

that prohibit the existence of an agricultural operation in an area.  Right-to-Farm legislation exist 

in some municipalities to protect agricultural operations from nuisance suits (give immunity from 



 

 

Bergen Area Structure Plan 

Page 36 of 36 

nuisance suits) where claims of nuisance arise from neighbouring property owners or residents 

that are, or claim to be, injured by activities of those operations or conditions resulting from those 

activities. 

 

Shall 

Within policy statements, “shall” is a directive term that indicates that the actions outlines are 

mandatory, therefore must be complied with without discretion.  Other policy terms are May 

and Should. 

 

Should 

Within policy statements, “should” is a directive term, that provides direction to strive to achieve 

the outlined action, but is not mandatory.  When used within a policy, the onus is on the 

applicant to justify why the desired action/result is not proposed and/or will not be achieved.  

Other policy terms are May and Shall. 

 

Statutory Plan 

An intermunicipal development plan, municipal development plan, area structure plan, and 

area redevelopment plan adopted by bylaw. 

 

Subdivision 

The division of a parcel of land by an instrument that creates separate titles. 

 

Unsubdivided Quarter Section 

The interpretation of unsubdivided quarter sections usually refer to +/- 160 acres of land and is 

based on the original survey and legal description as per the Alberta Land Titles office.  In 

addition to this traditional interpretation, the County may also consider other parcels that 

include gore strips and/or fragmented parcels removed from the quarter section, and may 

include lots created for public use (i.e. schools), railway lots, and/or utility lots as unsubdivided 

quarter sections.   

 

Wetlands 

Areas that are inundated or saturated by surface water or ground water at a frequency and 

duration sufficient to support vegetation that is adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.  

Wetlands are protected through a variety of federal and other regulations. 

 

 
 

 




