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Step Two: Delineation of Preservation Areas 

 

After determining the existing conditions the next step is to determine which areas 

should be preserved.  This will involve identifying areas of first and second priority for 

preservation.  Areas of first priority will include two types: those protected by provincial 

and federal regulations as well as primary environmental corridors.  The more 

connected areas of open space are the more valuable they become.  The concept of 

connectedness is important when trying to preserve meaningful open space.  

Fragmented open space areas can lead to disrupted wildlife migration corridors and 

inefficient farming operations. 

 

After designating first priority areas those of second priority are added.  These include 

other developable areas with natural features that have been identified as particular to 

contributing to the rural landscape character of the site.  Not all open space will be 

environmentally constrained.  Areas with few constraints will contain much of its open 

space within areas typically defined as buildable.  Decisions must be made on which 

areas to use for lots and which should be saved for open space.  These decisions must 

be based on the overriding objective of preserving the rural landscape character. 

 

In the process of determining preservation areas the areas available for buildings and 

streets are, by default, also identified as the “leftover” areas.  This process is the 

opposite of what is often used in designing a conventional subdivision where the 

leftover areas are those considered unsuitable for building and deemed open space. 
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Step Three: Conceptual Delineation of Street and Lot Layout 

 

When preservation areas are set aside, their outlines give shape to the building areas.  

The third step is to determine more specifically the preferred locations of building lots 

and how best to provide access to them. 

 

The street and lot layout at this stage in the design process is conceptual only.  Because 

of the variety of layouts possible agreement on the general acceptability of the plan 

should be reached before the plan is more precisely detailed. 

 

The result of this process will be that streets and houses blend into the landscape in a 

natural way that protects the rural character of the area rather than being forced onto 

the landscape in a conventional subdivision design. 
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Example 1: Multiple Clusters 

 

      Conventional Development          Cluster Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example 2: Linear Cluster 

 

           Conventional Development          Cluster Development 

 

 

 

 
 




